s this edition of JIP hits the doorstep, Infection Prevention 2013 is almost here. This is the annual flagship educational and networking event for the Infection Prevention Society (IPS). Infection Prevention 2013 actually forms a critical part of the IPS Strategy and Business Plan with its strong scientific programme. It is informed by members, for members, as well as practitioners in the field, leaders, managers, academia and patient groups. It is clearly one part of the work that the Society does to achieve its vision that no person is harmed by a preventable infection. Every year, conference has a different feel, a different slant and high calibre speakers from the UK and Ireland as well as internationally. This year is no exception.
Conference is one part of continual professional development and this year has been awarded 14 Continuing Professional Development (CPD) credits for medical staff from the Royal College of Pathologists; acknowledging that our Society is truly multidisciplinary. All conference sessions are also mapped against the IPS competences to help delegates target their learning to best match their professional development needs.
Infection Prevention 2013 also provides a natural home for introducing aspects of the Business Plan that have been progressed during the year. We will officially announce our two new patrons who will attend conference -Professor Didier Pittet and Professor Tricia Hart. Both will be eager to meet members during the three days of conference and this is truly an opportunity to be inspired by these high profile leaders. We will officially launch the new IPS website and for the first time we will work with the Nursing Times as one of our official 'Big 6' partners in 2013 to ensure media coverage. All of our Big 6 partners for 2013 have been invited to attend conference and we are pleased to have two of them speaking, ensuring we are kept informed on topical issues; Dr Ron Daniels (UK Sepsis Trust) and Rose Gallagher (Royal College of Nursing). During 2013 IPS is undertaking a review of how the Society works with its 41 corporate members and to this end we will also use conference as a vehicle to meet with corporate members to hear collectively how we can collaborate to support our common goals.
Infection Prevention 2013 introduces some excellent infection prevention and patient safety topics delivered by competent dedicated professionals to help progress your development. Professor Dale Fisher, Chair of Infection Control and Head of Infectious Diseases at the National University Hospital, Singapore will kick off conference with a practical talk that will be a must-hear session. Dale will focus on how to secure organisational 'buy-in', not just executive but across all levels. He will stimulate delegates to consider the multiplicity of methods available to gain sustainable buy-in -draconian, innovative, inclusive, empowering and fun. Dr Michael Gardham from Toronto has expertise in Positive Deviance and its application in an infection prevention context. He will introduce complexity science, frontline ownership and Liberating Structures' approaches and how these can be used to improve patient safety based on his own successful experiences.
Hand hygiene of course will be a core theme running through many sessions and is rightly given its own centre stage slot. Dr Hugo Sax, Head of Infection Control Program from Zurich, pioneer of the World Health Organization (WHO) Five Moments Approach and contributing author to the WHO Guidelines on Hand Hygiene will share his expert insights on hand hygiene as the ultimate microbiology-behaviour challenge. Hugo will focus on microbiological risks in health care, risk perception and its impact on mental models and look to understand what this means for hand hygiene improvement.
The Cottrell lecture will be delivered by past President Martin Kiernan, and Professor Barry Cookson will give the Ayliffe lecture. CAUTI and MRSA past, present and future challenges will be addressed respectively; essential learning from highly respected experts in our field and from our country.
For the first time at Infection Prevention 2013, concurrent sessions will run for much of the conference -using a model that many international conferences apply. Delegates have a wide range of choice to attend the sessions that most matter to them. Here is a small taste of what's on offer: implementation, outbreak control, infection prevention strategies; the patient's experience; multidrugresistance; critical care; paediatrics and estates. Bespoke sessions for Care Homes are a valuable part of our conference and give an opportunity for us to continue to spread our vision in a range of settings where health and care is delivered. Infection Prevention 2013 also runs three other one-day targeted events within the conference period focused on General Practice, Dentistry and Perioperative Practice.
The Chief Nursing Officer of England, Jane Cummings, and doctor, journalist, broadcaster and comedian Dr Phil Hammond are providing their support for conference, infection prevention and IPS by speaking during the plenary sessions.
Conference also provides an opportunity to recognise and celebrate the success of the Society's members and during the annual Gala Dinner we will announce the winners of the inaugural IPS Awards; Branch of the year, Team of the year and Practitioner of the year. Another opportunity to be inspired.
To stimulate, to motivate, to inform -this is the aim of Infection Prevention 2013. With a mission to inform, promote and sustain expert infection prevention policy and practice in the pursuit of A 500891B JI14510.1177/1757177413500891Journal of Infection PreventionJournal of Infection Prevention Inspiring, challenging, supporting -our conference; your competence Conference Editorial VOL. 14 NO. 5 September 2013 Journal of Infection Prevention 153 patient or service user and staff safety wherever care is delivered, the conference clearly supports this on an annual basis. IPS constantly strives to support members in the dynamic world of health and social care to better influence, train, educate and support colleagues across their organisations. Infection prevention and control is about saving lives; this year's conference, which draws on patient safety and implementation science will move IPS one step closer to truly helping members and attendees actively translate evidence into practice and service improvement.
Follow @IPS_Infection to support IPS's social media strategy, also part of the 2013 Business Plan. People can use the conference Twitter hashtag #IP2013, which is an excellent way for those not attending to follow highlights of the sessions -another great way to learn and reflect on key messages. 
Julie Storr
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